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Note to tutors

•

•

•

•
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Reading

3



Fictional texts - examples

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Non-fictional texts

•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•

5



Reading techniques

•

•

•

•
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Skimming

•

•

•
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Example: Skimming

Encouraging 

butterflies

VEGGIE PATCHES
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Example: Skimming

•

•

•
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Scanning

•

•

•

•
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Example: Scanning
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Key features of different texts
•

•

•

•

•
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Key features of a C.V. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Key features of a blog

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Key features of a blog (techy stuff)

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Key features of a website

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Key features of a newspaper

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Key features of a schedule / timetable

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Key features of a poster

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Key features 
of a diagram

•

•

•

•

•
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Key features of a menu

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Key features of a chart or graph

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Elements of a novel

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
23



Example: Caption
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Example: Glossary
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Example: Diagram

TV STUDIO 2
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Example: Map
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Example: List

Camping list; don’t forget:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Example: Timetable
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Example: Labelled diagram

30



Example: Food Label
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Example: Poster
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Example: Information

Honey Bees

Honey bees are super-important pollinators for flowers, fruits 
and vegetables. This means that they help other plants grow! Bees 
transfer pollen between the male and female parts, allowing 
plants to grow seeds and fruit.

Honey bees live in hives (or colonies). The members of the hive are 
divided into three types:

Queen: One queen runs the whole hive. Her job is to lay the eggs 
that will spawn the hive’s next generation of bees. The queen also 
produces chemicals that guide the behaviour of the other bees.

Workers: These are all female and their roles are to forage for 
food (pollen and nectar from flowers), build and protect the hive, 
clean and circulate air by beating their wings. Workers are the 
only bees most people ever see flying around outside the hive.

Drones: These are the male bees, and their purpose is to mate 
with the new queen. Several hundred live in each hive during the 
spring and summer. But come winter, when the hive goes into 
survival mode, the drones are kicked out!
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Example: Table of Contents
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Bias
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Fact or opinion
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Example: Extracting the main ideas

Feeling stressed and ready for a break? Why not consider a retreat? Yoga & Meditation Weekends can bring you 
back to yourself.
A full weekend package includes the following:

 the best quality mindfulness meditation instruction
 quality yoga instruction, regardless of your fitness level
 guided outings to visit local attractions, including stunning nature walks and bird-spotting trails
 outdoor activities including walking, swimming, kayaking and relaxing in a beautiful and serene environment
 3 meals a day, delicious, nutritious food and healthy, fresh snacks, freshly-squeezed fruit juices, herbal teas
 optional vegetarian cooking classes
 comfortable and spotless accommodation
 a friendly, relaxed, warm and welcoming environment
 professional, trained staff to help you make the most of your retreat

If you try it out once, it will become a healthy habit.
Email The Real Retreat: info@realretreat.ie

F-KRE
37.9

37

Workbook 

Page 11/2

mailto:info@realretreat.ie


Extracting the main ideas

•

•
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Extracting the main opinions
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Example: Extracting the main opinions

JJ Abrams delivered a great movie 

for the masses but not for the die-

hard fan..

A great movie to bring your 10-year-

old to. But.... don't bring your brain 

because you won't want it to 

interfere with the silly plot.

Force Awakens is a fun piece of 

entertainment, but it's nothing 

more. It's a piece of fan fiction that 

is exciting, but doesn't do anything 

to advance the story that Lucas had 

been telling.

The movie started off so great but 

after about an hour, I was ready to 

leave. The action was really good in 

the beginning but the writing 

wasn’t great……

Not very original, but very much 

Star Wars…… 
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Pre-reading: the vocabulary
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Reading orientation

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Example: Reading orientation

How to make rice:

What you need: saucepan with lid, wooden spoon, 

fork

Ingredients: rice, water, salt

Method:

1. Boil water and add salt. Pour water (for every 

cup of rice, use 1 3/4 cups of water) into a large 

saucepan with a tight-fitting lid.

2. Pour in rice. Add it to the boiling water.

3. Stir once, or just enough to separate the rice. Use 

a wooden spoon to separate any clumps.

4. Cover the pot and simmer. 

5. Fluff rice with a fork.

6. Serve and enjoy!
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Making notes

•

•

•
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Practise: Making brief notes
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Predicting content
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Example: Predicting 
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Example: Finding key words/phrases

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Genre
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Fictional material genres

50



Non fictional genres

51



Other genres

52



SMOKED TROUT WITH SALMOREJO 

• Smoked trout with salmorejo, a traditional Andalusian 
soup made with tomatoes, baguette, garlic and spices 
served with a parmesan cheese crisp

CANYON RANCH CHEF SALAD GF

• Organic arugula, all-natural turkey breast, spiced

pecans, dried cranberries, blue cheese and diced

organic apples served with classic Dijon vinaigrette

Example: Understanding the vocabulary
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Intensive Reading

•
•

•

•
•
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Example: Intensive reading

Facebook History

2004: Launch, over a million users by December 2004

2005: Facebook launches photos

2006: Facebook goes mobile

2008: Facebook unveils Chat

2009: Huge rise in users, reaching 100 million users

2010: Facebook's Big 500 (500 million users)

2011: Movie made about Facebook - T he Social Network 

F-KRE
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Extracting the main facts

•

•
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Example: Stating the main facts

The rivers Shannon and Erne are the two main river systems in Ireland and are linked locally 
by the Shannon Erne Waterway providing 750 km of cruising waterway. Ballinamore is widely 
known as an angler’s paradise surrounded by 28 lakes within a 5 mile radius. It is located 
within the middle reaches of the Shannon-Erne Waterway, a narrow canalised river 
connecting a series of lakes from Lough Scur to Garadice.  The area is a premier location for 
the coarse and pike angler with some of the cleanest and most lightly fished natural waters 
in Europe.  Access to the waters is well developed with fishing stands, stiles and parking well 
provided for. Much of the developed angling sections of Garadice Lake offer parking.  The 
Lakelands Coarse Angling Club - Ballinamore hosts a five day angling festival in May each year.
The heritage of the area can be explored and enjoyed in a range of attractions and facilities 
in the vicinity of Ballinamore such as Glenview Folk Museum, Fenagh Abbey, Fenagh Heritage 
Centre, and more. Also a number of Holy Wells are dotted around the area.  Near Oughteragh
cemetery is St Brigid’s Well. You can find more information on all of these in Leitrim County 
Library, Main St, Ballinamore.
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Preview….a whole book
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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More parts of a book

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Example: Previewing the cover

•

•

•
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Example: Previewing the book summary  
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Example: Drawing a diagram
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Extensive reading

•

•

•

•
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Read actively

64



Recalling – some tips

•

•
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Example: Reciting information

Tony's Coffee & Cake is opening in Dublin! 
You are cordially invited to a private Grand Opening celebration 

on March 30th, 2016 from 1 p.m. - 6 p.m. 

At Tony’s in City Square Avenue, Dublin

Ribbon cutting 1:15 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Meet the Staff 1:30 p.m. - 2 p.m. 

Deluxe Sampling 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Live string quartet

Join us for a great afternoon

‘‘

!
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Example: Reading and asking questions
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Speed Reading

•
•

•

•
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Comprehension Strategies
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Making Connections

•

•

•

•

•
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Can you make any 
connections to this 
text?

Example: Making connections 
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Asking Questions

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
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Example: Asking questions  

•

•

•

•

•
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Visualising

•

•

•

•
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Example: Drawing an image in your head

The Owls by Charles Baudelaire

Under the overhanging yews,

The dark owls sit in solemn state,

Like stranger gods; by twos and twos

Their red eyes gleam. They meditate.

Motionless thus they sit and dream

Until that melancholy hour

When, with the sun's last fading gleam,

The nightly shades assume their power.

From their still attitude the wise

Will learn with terror to despise

All tumult, movement, and unrest;

For he who follows every shade,

Carries the memory in his breast,

Of each unhappy journey made.
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Determining text importance

•

•

•

•

•

76



Example: Determining text importance

•

•

•
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Making Inferences

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Example: Inferring
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Synthesising

•

•

•

•

•
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Example: Synthesising

Magazine article

Why should we ban school uniforms?  Uniforms slow down 
development into adulthood. School days, especially secondary 
school days, are very important in the development of students. 
Imposing school uniforms on them denies them the chance to choose 
what to wear, which is a very important symbol of adulthood.  
Uniforms reduce self-esteem. Uniforms make look everyone the 
same; they can never make anyone look his or her best because 
there is no choice for style and design. Uniforms make kids more 
prone to bullying. Because everyone is supposed to look the same 
in a uniform, it really stands out when something looks ‘different’ in 
a uniform, making them an easy target for bullies. Wearing school 
uniforms can make the entire school thing a very boring experience. 
Uniforms can be uncomfortable to wear. Uniforms are very 
expensive. These costs place a huge burden on parents.  School 
uniforms promote conformity against personality. Students 
have the right to freely express themselves and this is difficult 
when wearing a uniform!
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Checking and re-checking

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Example: Checking the text 

•

•
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A reading strategy - SQ3R  

•

•

•

•

•
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SQ3R

S •SURVEY 

Q •QUESTION 

3R •READ, REVIEW, RECALL 

85



Through all the strategies –
don’t forget to enjoy reading!
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Writing
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Spelling

•

•

•
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Punctuation

•

•
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Example of marking symbols

Mark Error Indicated

/\ A word is missing

/ Start a new sentence

// Start a new paragraph

Gr Grammar error

Sp Spelling error

P Punctuation error

Wo Wrong word order

Ww Wrong word

Wt Wrong tense

Wf Wrong form

? Unclear
90
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Proofreading the texts
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Proofreading 
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Drafting and redrafting

•

•

•

•

•
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Writing instructions

•

•

•

•
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Example: Instructions
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Writing a message

•

•

•

•

•

96

Workbook 

Page 21



Example: Message

Hi Brian,

I am at Lisa’s for dinner.  I will be home in 
the morning. There is cottage pie in the 
fridge for you.  Please can you put out the 
bins.  Also, please unpack the dishwasher.

Thanks!

See you tomorrow,

Siobhan
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Instant Messaging

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Writing an email

•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•
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Email vocabulary
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Email vocabulary
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Example: Email
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Expressive writing

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Acrostic poem

C
A
T

E

L

I

Z

A

B

E

T

H
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Diamante Poem
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Diamante poem example
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Haiku

107



Echo Verse
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Epigram
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Autobiographical poem
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Colour poem

•

•

•
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Colour poem example
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Writing your learning journal

•

•

•
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Drawing a diagram to show information
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Electronic and social networking technologies 

•

•
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Internet vocabulary
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Example: Email with attachment

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Example: Facebook post

•

•

•

•

•
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Example: Posting a tweet

•

•

•

•

•
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Risks - electronic and social networking 
technologies

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Benefits  - electronic and social networking technologies

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Interpersonal Communication

123



Signs

•

•

•
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Do you know 
these signs?
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Do you know 
these signs?
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Do you know 
these signs?
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Do you know 
these signs?
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Do you know 
these signs?
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Do you know 
these signs?

130



Example of signs in Ireland
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Look at these 
Australian signs!
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Visual Aids

•

•

•
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Visual aids help you to:

•

•

•
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Illustrations

•

•

•

•

•
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Using visuals

•

•

•
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A good visual aid

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Another effective visual aid
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Effectiveness of visual aid

•

139



Not a great visual aid

140



What is the illustrator saying?

141



Overuse of visual aids

•

•
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Food packaging

143



Visual aids for business
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You are a visual aid (!)
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Nonverbal communication

•

•

•
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Nonverbal messages

•

•
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Types of Non-Verbal Communication

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Effective speaking and listening 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Eye contact

•

•

•

•

•
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Seeking clarification

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Examples of clarification questions

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Audience

•

•

•

•

•
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Paraphrasing / Summarising

•

•

•
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Voice

•

•
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An exercise to help develop your 
effective speaking skills:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Articulation

•

•

•

•
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Posture

162



Common Barriers to Effective Communication

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Watch video clips

•

•

164



Expression

165



Expressing personal opinions

•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
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Expressing a general point of view

•

•

•

•
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Agreeing with an opinion

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Disagreeing with an opinion

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Conversation

•

•
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Some conversation tips
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Role Play

•

•
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Role play at the post office

•

•
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•

•
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Role play at the bank

•

•

•
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Role play a medical setting

•

•
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Role play a job application/interview

•

•

•
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Role play an educational setting 

•

•
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Role play a shopping experience

•

•

•

•
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Group discussions 

•

•

•
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